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Cover images by Bruno Munari 
Design As Art (1966) Penguin Books [pp. 56, 60] 

 
Bruno Munari (1907 – 1998) was an Italian artist, designer, and inventor 

who contributed fundamentals to many fields of visual arts (painting, 
sculpture, film, industrial design, graphic design) in modernism, 

futurism, and concrete art, and in non-visual arts (literature, poetry) with 
his research on games, didactic method, movement, tactile learning, 

kinaesthetic learning, and creativity. (Source: Wikipedia) 
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Registration and Logistics 
 

Location 
London School of Economics 
1st floor, New Academic Building 
54 Lincoln's Inn Fields London WC2A 3LJ 

Registration 
To register for the conference, please come to the registration desk 
between 9 am and 10 am on Monday 23rd March 2015 or between 9.30 
am and 10 am on Tuesday 24th March 2015. 

Poster drop-off 
If you are presenting a poster please drop it off at the registration desk. 

Presentations 
The rooms are equipped with computers, so you can bring your 
presentation on an usb drive. Or, if you prefer, you can also bring your 
own laptop. 

WiFi 
Eduroam is the recommended WiFi for visitors from participating 
institutions. Any other visitors can access WiFi using The Cloud, which 
you would need to create an account at www.thecloud.net to use. 

Best poster award 
The prize for the best poster will be voted for by conference delegates 
during the poster session (5.30-7.30pm Monday 23rd March 2015). Tick 
the little face next to your favourite poster presentation listed on the 
separate voting sheet in the delegate pack and drop it off in the poster 
presentation ballot box. The winner will be announced at the end of the 
poster session and will have the opportunity to present their work in 
more detail at 5.15pm on Tuesday 24th March 2015. 

Conference Dinner on 24th March 2015 
TAS Restaurant - Anatolian food from eastern Turkey. 
Address: 22 Bloomsbury Street, London WC1B 3QJ – near the British 
Museum, on the crossroads of Great Russell St and Bloomsbury St.  
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Conference Schedule 

Short version 
Day 1 - Monday 23rd March 2015 

WHEN WHERE WHAT 
9.00-10.00  first floor mezzanine Registration + Coffee 
10.00-11.00  room 1.04 Opening Keynote Plenary 
11.00-11.30  first floor mezzanine Coffee 
11.30-1.00  room 1.04 Roundtable discussion 
1.00-2.00  first floor mezzanine Lunch 
2.00-3.00  room 1.04 Presentation Session                  

- Methodologies 
3.00-3.30  first floor mezzanine Coffee 
3.30-5.00  

!
Parallel Presentation Sessions 

room 1.04 - Health & Wellbeing 
room 1.15 - Psychology 

5.00-7.00  floor 8 Poster Presentations                    
+ Drinks Reception at LSE  

Day 2 - Tuesday 24th March 2015 
WHEN WHERE WHAT 
9.30-10.00  first floor mezzanine Registration 
10.00-11.00   Parallel Presentation Sessions 

room 1.07 - Education 
room 1.15 - Digital Lives & Spaces 

11.00-11.30  first floor mezzanine Coffee 
11.30-1.00  

!
Parallel Presentation Sessions 

room 1.07 - Mental Health 
room 1.15 - Organisations & Technologies 

1.00-2.00  first floor mezzanine Lunch 
2.00-4.00  room 1.07 Workshop 
4.00-4.30  first floor mezzanine Coffee 
4.30-5.15  room 1.07 Presentation Session                       

– Crime & Regulation 
5.15-5.30  room 1.07 Poster Winner’s Presentation 
5.30-6.30  room 1.07 Closing Keynote Plenary 
6.30 TAS restaurant Conference Dinner 
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Long version 
Day 1 - Monday 23rd March 2015 

9.00-10.00  REGISTRATION + COFFEE (first floor mezzanine) 
10.00-11.00  
room 1.04 

OPENING KEYNOTE PLENARY–  
Productive indiscipline: Doing research through design. 
Bill Gaver, Professor of Design, Goldmiths University of London 
Introducing: Mubeena Nowrung, Goldmiths University of London 
and Fiona Mapp, LSHTM 

11.00-11.30  COFFEE (first floor mezzanine) 
11.30-1.00  
room 1.04 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION –  
How should academics communicate with policy-makers, the 
media and the public in order to make sure their work has 
maximum impact? 
Introducing: Simon Witney, LSE. 
Chair: Professor Conor Gearty, Professor of Human Rights Law and 
Director of the Institute of Public Affairs, LSE 
Soazig Clifton, National Survey of Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles 
Nick Hillman, Director, HEPI 
Clare Rodway, Kysen PR 
Tami Hoffman, Interviews editor, Sky News 
Ryan Avent, Economics Correspondent, The Economist 

1.00-2.00  LUNCH (first floor mezzanine) 
2.00-3.00  
room 1.04 

PRESENTATION SESSION – 
Methodologies 
Chair: Professor Linda Mulcahy, LSE 
Fiona Mapp, LSHTM. Using a flash card activity as an innovative 
qualitative research method for studying perceptions and 
meanings of Sexually Transmitted Infections. 
Vanessa Hughes, Goldsmiths. Using theatre to communicate 
research. 

3.00-3.30  COFFEE (first floor mezzanine) 
3.30-5.00  PARALLEL PRESENTATION SESSIONS – 
room 1.04 Health & Wellbeing 

Chair: Silvia Beghelli, KCL 
Mateusz Zatonski, LSHTM. Not a matter of health: media 
communication, framing, and the policy debate over alcohol 
taxation in Poland. 
Victoria Garfield, UCL. Using genome-wide data to examine the 
association between body mass index & sleep. 
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Benedetta Pongiglione, LSHTM. Using a latent disability structure 
to predict mortality among the older population. 

room 1.15 Psychology 
Chair: Mubeena Nowrung, Goldmiths University of London 
Luke McGuire, Goldsmiths. Group membership and in-group 
norms guide children’s resource allocation decision-making in the 
Ultimatum and Dictator Games. 
Heather Mary Payne, UCL. Assessing language lateralisation in 
pre-schoolers using functional transcranial Doppler sonography. 
Rebecca Wheeler, Goldsmiths. Investigating effective methods of 
witness-generation of retrieval cues. 

5.00-7.00  POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
+ DRINKS RECEPTION (floor 8) 

 

 

Day 2: Tuesday 24th March 2015 

9.30-10.00  REGISTRATION (first floor mezzanine) 
10.00-11.00  PARALLEL PRESENTATION SESSIONS – 
room 1.07 Education 

Chair: Vincenzo Scrutinio, LSE 
Tammy Campbell – UCL. The influence of stream placement on 
teachers’ judgements and assessments of pupils. 
Lisa Fridkin, IoE. Manipulating motivation to read: the impact of 
choice on the online behaviour of young children in a reading task. 

room 1.15 Digital Lives & Spaces 
Chair: Angelos Kissas, LSE 
Sam Miles, Queen Mary. Navigating queer space in a digital age. 
Oliver Marsh, UCL. Le geek, c'est clique: science enthusiasm in 
online social media. 

11.00-11.30  COFFEE (first floor mezzanine) 
11.30-1.00  PARALLEL PRESENTATION SESSIONS –  
room 1.07 Mental Health 

Chair: Alison Sizer, UCL  
Dominika Sieradzka. Birkbeck. Heritability of dimension-specific 
psychotic experiences captured by common genetic variants in a 
community sample of adolescents. 
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Kate Summers - LSE 
’Special Monies’ and working age social security in the UK 

 
The design of social security has recognised that recipients imbue payments with 
meaning and use specific transfers differently. For example, policy has recognised that 
the gender of the recipient correlates with how a payment is spent; the introduction of 
tax credits was done in part to reconceptualise the payment as part of the wage packet as 
opposed to ‘benefits’. This poster brings sociological arguments on the differentiated 
nature of money, most notably Zelizer’s ‘special monies’, to bear on working age social 
security to consider a unifying explanation of how social security money operates in the 
household. 
 
 

Alexandra Westley - UCL 
‘I know something you don’t know’: 

how the adolescent brain deals with newcomers to conversation. 
 

 Navigating the complex world of conversation is crucial for developing social 
relationships. Adolescents must hone monitoring the perspectives of others in 
conversation, ready for the adult social world. The current study models the familiar 
situation in which two individuals share information, and a third joins the conversation 
later. The study uses EEG to establish the how adolescents use contextual information 
within language comprehension, and how they deal with someone else not having the 
same information. We conclude that adolescents may keep track of others in 
conversation by modelling the others’ perspective within their own brain, in real time. 
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Sayyada Tahera Razavi - UCL 
Work. Life. Stress? 

 
 Work-family conflict occurs when the demands of an employee role conflict with the 
demands of a family role, such as being a parent or spouse (Chandola et al. 2004). Work-
family conflict has been associated with adverse health-related outcomes such as 
depression and hypertension (Frone et al. 1997). Previous studies have indicated an 
association between cortisol and work related factors (Liao et al. 2013; Steptoe et al. 
2000). Cortisol is considered to be an indicator of stress and has been linked to health 
problems such as cardiovascular disease and reduced immune function (Lundberg 
2005). The present project aims to use data from the Whitehall II study to explore the 
association between work-family conflict and diurnal cortisol patterns longitudinally. 
Evidence of an association between work-family conflict and cortisol, could encourage 
employers to implement work-place policies in order to reduce adverse health related 
outcomes. 
 
 

Sol Richardson – UCL 
Resilience and lifecourse transitions: Experiences of early old age in Europe 

 
Using data from the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE), the 
present study aims to identify the longitudinal and macro-level determinants of 
resilience in early old age in response to adverse life events in a cross-national sample of 
adults aged 50 years and above who have experienced labour market exit through 
retirement or unemployment in the context of the financial crisis. It will develop a 
lifecourse perspective on resilience, a multifaceted concept often defined either as a 
process of positive adaptation or “bouncing back” from adversity, while generating 
insights into the challenges posed by rapid population ageing. 
 
 
 

Mariam Sood - Birkbeck 
Cortical language processing regions are mostly contained 

within sensory and motor maps 
 

Two decades of neuroimaging research have provided ample evidence that language 
processing extends beyond the classical frontotemporal regions in left hemisphere. In 
parallel, cortical mapping techniques using fMRI have been instrumental in identifying 
primary and higher-level sensory-motor maps in humans. Here, we combine surface 
based visual, auditory and somatomotor mapping methods with a naturalistic reading 
comprehension task in the same group of subjects, to provide a quantitative estimate of 
the cortical overlap between sensory-motor maps and language processing regions. Our 
results suggest that nearly 80% of the cortical activation specific to language 
understanding falls within areas containing topological sensory-motor maps. 
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Marie-Louise Sharp, KCL. “I've got to do something because I'm 
meeting the breaking point”- Qualitative investigation of the social 
influences and barriers to seeking healthcare for mental health 
problems amongst UK ex-Service personnel help-seekers with 
Combat Stress. 
Rachael Gribble, KCL. What’s it like being the partner of someone 
in the military? Impact on wellbeing of UK women. 

room 1.15 Organisations & Technologies 
Chair: Oliver Marsh, UCL 
Chaitanya Kanchan, UCL. Talking about minds in Middle Eastern 
political correspondence, 680-669 BC. 
Alex Mankoo, UCL. Teargas – We haven’t got the foggiest: 
Deconstructing the Ambiguities of Creeping Legitimisation. 
Joseph Lane, LSE. Networks and Knowledge in an Early Industrial 
District: The North Staffordshire Potteries, 1750-1850. 

1.00-2.00  LUNCH (first floor mezzanine) 
2.00-4.00  
room 1.07 

WORKSHOP – 
Presentation and communication skills for academics 
Eliza Filby, Lecturer in Modern British History, KCL 

4.00-4.30  COFFEE (first floor mezzanine) 
4.30-5.15  
room 1.07 

PRESENTATION SESSION – 
Crime & Regulation 
Chair: Fiona Mapp, LSHTM 
Annabel Mullin, IoE. Foreground' via 'Background'? Socialisation 
interaction theory - Furthering the desistance trajectories debate. 
Simon Witney, LSE. Corporate governance mechanisms in private 
companies. 

5.15-5.30  POSTER WINNER’S PRESENTATION (room 1.07) 
Introducing: Alison Sizer, UCL and Oliver Marsh, UCL. 

5.30-6.30  
room 1.07 

CLOSING KEYNOTE PLENARY – 
Transmissions and entanglements: making, curating and 
representing research 
Kat Jungnickel, Sociology Lecturer, Goldsmiths, University of 
London 

6.30 CONFERENCE DINNER – TAS restaurant in Bloomsbury 

!  
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People 
Bill Gaver is Professor of Design and leads the Interaction 
Research Studio at Goldsmiths, University of London. He 
pursues research on design-led methodologies and innovative 
technologies for everyday life in a studio that brings the skills 
of designers together with expertise in ubiquitous computing 

and sociology. With the Studio, he has developed approaches to design 
ranging from Cultural Probes to the use of documentary film to help assess 
peoples' experience with designs, pursued conceptual work on topics such as 
ambiguity and interpretation, and produced highly-finished prototypes that 
have been deployed for long-term field trials and exhibited internationally at 
venues such as the V&A Museum, Tate Britain, and New York’s MOMA. 

Soazig Clifton is a survey researcher specialising in sexual 
health. She is based at University College London and NatCen 
Social Research, and is part of the core study team for the 
National Survey of Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles (Natsal): 
one of the largest and most detailed scientific studies of sexual 

behaviour in the world. She has led a wide range of activities aimed at 
engaging people outside academia with the study’s findings and with survey 
research in general – from organising events for policy makers and sexual 
health professionals, to giving public talks at festivals, pub nights, museums, 
and even at a sex shop. Recently, she was part of the Wellcome Trust-funded 
‘Sounds of Sexology’ project with the Camden Roundhouse: working with a 
group of 16-19 year olds to carry out their own research about sex and 
relationships, and then write and record a unique collection of songs 
inspired by the process. For more information about the Natsal study see 
www.natsal.ac.uk, or visit sexbynumbers.wellcomecollection.org for an 
interactive infographic summarising key findings. For more on Soazig’s 
events and projects, follow her on twitter @soazigclifton.  

Nick Hillman has been the Director of HEPI since January 
2014. He worked for the Rt Hon David Willetts MP, the 
Minister for Universities and Science, from 2007 until the 
end of 2013, as Chief of Staff and then Special Adviser in the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills. Previously, 

he was a History teacher and worked at the Association of British Insurers. 
At the 2010 general election, he was the runner-up in Cambridge. He has 
written for a range of think tanks and journals. His recent writings include an 
article on the fifty-year history of student loans for Contemporary British 
History, a pamphlet on being a special adviser for the Institute of 
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there is higher rate of AD than the typically developing population, (around 50% age 50 
display symptoms), it never reaches full penetrance (Lai & Williams, 1989). This study 
investigates the presence of individual differences that increase or decrease the 
likelihood of individuals with DS developing AD.  
 What makes this project different from so many investigating neurodegeneration is that 
fact that we are studying children. Although this may seem counter-intuitive for an adult 
onset condition, the genetic nature of DS ensures that the changes leading to potential 
AD are present from conception; indeed, !-amyloid deposition has been observed in 
children with DS from aged 8 onwards (Lemere et al, 1996; Leverenz & Raskind, 1998). 
Additionally individual differences in DS are observed as early as infancy (Crawley & 
Spiker, 1983), demonstrating the potential for childhood to contain information about the 
changes occurring in the human brain prior to symptom onset.  
 Materials and Methods: Seventy children between the ages of 4 and 16 have been 
recruited, with and without DS. These individuals were assessed for genetic, neural, 
cognitive, behavioural, and environmental factors, in order to create rich individual 
profiles and to compare these to identify genetic links to altered behaviour or 
phenotypic alterations linked to atypical neural pathways.  
 Results and conclusions: I present the preliminary results of our analysis of the first year 
of research, such as the reversal of target looking time over age in DS compared to TD, 
significant memory task differences (p=0.03, df=23) and interesting trends noticed in data 
so far. 
 

Radoslaw Kowalski - UCL 
Optimising sentiment analysis in commercial context 

 
The proposed paper is about data analysis of consumer reviews of Argos products. The 
objective behind the paper is to use the review data to produce insight for Argos 
managers so that they can reduce the rate of returns for products they sell to customers. 
Methodological innovation for the purpose of this research assignment is to improve on 
the sentiment analysis model used currently, including an attempt to detect and 
interpret irony. Furthermore, this study aims at a systematic identification of best 
solutions for making data summaries as insightful and as easy to interpret as 
practicable. 
 

Alyson Lloyd - UCL 
High-Street Resilience and Social Media Opinion Mining 

 
This research focuses on the usefulness of social media opinion mining in the retail 
sector and what constitutes an attractive high-street retail centre from the viewpoint of a 
consumer. Geo-located Twitter data allows us to establish when, where and what people 
say about different retail centres. Comparing this data with retail centres of differing 
vitality could allow us to draw conclusions about how useful and predictive this source 
could be. Initial analysis revealed some contrasting text content within top ranked and 
bottom ranked retail centres in Greater London. 
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Sophie Hedges - LSHTM 
Rural Livelihoods and Biased Parental Investment 

in Child Education in Northern Tanzania 
 

Evolutionary and economic models of the family argue that child education increases 
with socioeconomic development in response to increased returns to low-fertility, high-
investment parental strategies. The effects of increased educational investment on 
patterns of biased parental investment are less clear. Recent studies have demonstrated 
that greater wealth within developing rural communities is associated with larger biases 
in the allocation of education in terms of birth order and child gender. On the other 
hand, modern post-demographic transition populations are generally characterised by 
stronger norms of equal treatment of children by gender and birth order. Here, we 
explore how livelihood and wealth influence child education in a region of Northern 
Tanzania characterised by mixed livelihoods, and recent, rapid uptake of education 
using data collected by the non-governmental organisation Savannas Forever Tanzania. 
Livelihood was found to be an important determinant of education, with children in 
pastoralist households being less likely to be educated, and less likely to progress to 
secondary school. As expected, children in wealthier households are more likely to be 
educated. Adult education levels show a history of favouring male education; however 
we find little evidence of investment bias by gender or birth order in contemporary 
children. The lack of evidence for parental investment bias by gender or birth order is 
consistent with a strategy of ‘bet-hedging’ within families, as returns to education are 
unpredictable. 
 

Anower Hossain - LSHTM 
Handling Missing Continuous Outcomes in Cluster Randomised Trials 

 
Attrition is common in cluster randomised trials (CRTs) which may lead to missing 
outcomes that often make problem in the analysis of such trials. Handling missing data 
in CRTs is complicated by the fact that data are clustered. A simulation study was 
conducted to test the intervention effect under missing completely at random (MCAR) 
and a simple example of missing at random (MAR) mechanisms, where missingness 
depends on intervention group. The impact of complete case analysis (CCA) and cluster 
mean imputation on the validity and power of both cluster-level analysis and individual-
level analysis using linear mixed models approach were compared. 
 

Kate Hughes – Birkbeck 
Studying risk and protective factors that might link Down syndrome 

in children aged 4 to 16 years to subsequent Alzheimer’s disease 
 

Introduction: Down syndrome (DS) is caused by the presence of an extra chromosome 
21, where the amyloid precursor protein gene lies. This gene produces amyloid protein, 
the main component of !-amyloid plaques that, along with hyperphosphorylated 
neurofibrillary tau tangles, make up the pathological brain characteristics of Alzheimer's 
disease (AD). 100% of people with DS will develop this brain pathology but, although 
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Government and a paper comparing access to selective secondary schools 
and selective universities for Higher Education Review. 

Clare Rodway, Kysen PR. Clare’s career began at Titmuss 
Sainer & Webb (now Dechert) supporting the first ever legal 
marketing professional after relaxation of Law Society 
restrictions on marketing in 1987. By 1995 she had become 
Director of Marketing at City firm Nicholson Graham & 

Jones (now K & L Gates). She founded Kysen PR in 1999, today one of the 
best known PR brands in the legal industry. 

Tami Hoffman is Interviews Editor for Sky News. Tami leads 
on which guests and experts feature on Sky News’ output, and 
heads up a team of guest producers to ensure that the channel 
offer viewers the best analysis and commentary on the latest 
breaking news. Before this Tami launched and produced Sky 
News’ flagship lunchtime show, Boulton & Co, where she led 

the agenda to improve the quality and diversity of guests on Sky News. 
Ryan Avent is news editor at The Economist. He previously 
served as economics correspondent, covering global economic 
issues for the newspaper and writing the Free Exchange 
economics blog. Ryan is the author of "The Gated City". He is a 
graduate of North Carolina State University and the London 
School of Economics. 
Kat Jungnickel is lecturer in Sociology at Goldsmiths, 
University of London. She studies the role and importance of 
technologies in relation to mobility cultures, gender relations 
and grassroots hands-on communities. She is interested in 
mundane everyday materials and practices; the use of found, 
purchased and resourcefully adapted materials and 

improvised methods to re-imagine understandings of and relationships to 
technology. 

Eliza Filby is Lecturer in Modern British History, King’s 
College London. She runs GradTrain (www.gradtrain.co.uk) 
which trains postgraduates in communication and media 
skills. She leads the participative workshop of this conference 
that looks at ways for academics to communicate more 
effectively and how to make more impactful presentations and 

frame ideas in an engaging and concise way. 
!  
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Presentation Abstracts 
!
!

METHODOLOGIES 

 
Fiona Mapp - LSHTM 

Using a flash card activity as an innovative qualitative research method 
for studying perceptions and meanings of Sexually Transmitted Infections 

 
Flash cards have been widely used as a teaching aid, facilitating knowledge 
accumulation and memorization tasks in a variety of disciplines and across a range of 
age groups, cultures and educational settings. Using a simple prompt in the form of 
words, numbers or pictures can elicit a rich narrative response and supplement other 
qualitative data collection methods. This study adapts more traditional uses of 
flashcards to develop and then utilize an innovative research tool embedded within 
semi-structured interviews; participants were aged 16-44 years and reported symptoms 
consistent with Sexually Transmitted Infections in the third National Survey of Sexual 
Attitudes and Lifestyles. Eight flashcards were included in the activity: seven were 
names of common Sexually Transmitted Infections and one was the name of a common 
sexually associated infection. The activity was based around six continuum themes 
related to how Sexually Transmitted Infections are perceived and the associated social 
meanings for individuals. Participants were asked to rank the flashcards along each 
continuum in an unstructured approach and talk through their decision-making process 
and final relative flashcard positioning. A photograph was taken of the flashcards on 
each continuum. The activity stimulated the production of more nuanced narratives and 
communication about infections, facilitated greater participant engagement in the 
research process, provided a tool to access different types of data and helped delay 
participant fatigue in the interview. This flashcard activity could be adapted and used as 
a tool for a wide range of qualitative research focussing on understanding and 
explaining individual and social perceptions. 
 

Vanessa Hughes - Goldsmiths, University of London 
Using theatre to communicate research 

 
This paper will consider the use of theatre to communicate research findings to an 
audience beyond the academy. Building on experience from the on-going research 
project “Exploring Migration: Research and Drama in School” carried out at COMPAS 
this paper will explore what makes theatre unique in engaging non-academic audiences 
with complex ideas. The project looks at issues that face undocumented migrant 
children and their families in their day-to-day lives in the UK. It does so by working with 
school students using theatrical stories based on research interviews conducted through 
the project “Undocumented Migrant Children in the UK”. In the context of the current 
impacts agenda, which often focuses on short-term policy engagement, this offers a new 
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Poster Abstracts 
(alphabetical order) 

 
 

Annie Brookman - Birkbeck, University of London 
The development of science and maths reasoning in relation to inhibitory control 

 
Scientific and mathematical reasoning requires the integration of new information into 
existing concepts. Research with adults suggests inhibitory control plays an important 
role, as the processing of counterintuitive material requires the inhibition of underlying 
naïve beliefs and perceptual biases. The current project investigates the development of 
this relationship through secondary school. The task battery includes measures of 
inhibitory control and a novel test of counterintuitive science and maths reasoning, 
which requires participants to observe a picture, sentence, or equation, and judge 
whether what they see is scientifically or mathematically correct. Analyses will focus on 
the relationship between these measures. 
 

Jane Rebecca Conway - King's College London 
Prosocial Consequences of Inhibiting Imitation 

 
We attempted to increase perspective-taking ability and prosocial behaviour by training 
participants to either imitate or inhibit imitation. Training was effective in manipulating 
imitative ability, but performance on visual perspective-taking and Theory of Mind tasks 
did not differ according to training type. We found some evidence for an improvement 
in mental state attribution in those trained to inhibit imitation, but only for prosocial 
mental states and not mental states in general. Compared to those trained to imitate, 
those trained to inhibit imitation were significantly more likely to engage in prosocial 
behaviour. This demonstrates a novel prosocial effect of inhibiting imitation. 
 

Hanna Creese – UCL 
Growing Pains? The Effect of The Home Environment on Child Development 

in The First Decade of Life 
 

The first decade of life is a sensitive period for physical, social and emotional 
development. Maternal depression and stressful environments in early life have been 
associated with adverse outcomes in childhood. Studies have found associations 
between psychosocial stressors in the home environment and childhood obesity (Suglia 
et al., 2012, Gundersen et al., 2008, Evans et al., 2012). Research supports the analysis of 
childhood obesity and childhood social-emotional development as converging health 
problems as they have similar clinical presentations and shared pathways (Reeves et al., 
2008). This study examines the longitudinal effect of psychosocial stressors in the home 
environment on childhood obesity and social-emotional development in the first decade 
of life using the Millennium Cohort Study. 
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Simon Witney – LSE 
Corporate governance mechanisms in private companies 

 
Private companies are economically significant for the UK and European economy, 
many of them household names with thousands of employees and millions of customers, 
and yet (in contrast to public companies) there is very little regulation or public 
understanding of their governance structures. Such a “hands-off" approach is consistent 
with the weight of modern corporate governance theory, especially that which emanates 
from the US and the UK, which suggests that company stakeholders can be relied upon 
to organise their structures in a way that is value maximising overall, and that 
shareholders are and should the ultimate arbiters of the best structure as the company’s 
residual claim-holders. According to this theoretical framework, law plays a facilitative 
role, and helps to ensure that effective contracts between stakeholders are possible, and 
transaction costs are kept to a minimum. But policy-makers are increasingly 
uncomfortable with the status quo, especially following the financial crisis, and are 
asking whether regulators should pay more attention to who controls the decisions of 
economically significant companies and how those decisions are made. Many academics 
have also started to question the explanatory and normative force of the “contractarian” 
orthodoxy. But to date much of their attention has been centred on public companies. 
My research considers whether “contractarian” theory has much to offer – both in an 
explanatory and a normative sense – in the context of one particular type of private 
company: the private-equity backed company. These significant economic agents have 
one dominant professional shareholder whose declared ownership is temporary and 
driven by the need to generate financial returns over a three to five year time horizon. In 
my view, a rigorous analysis of their governance structures will provide a sound test of 
academic theory, and could have important policy consequences for regulators. 
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and imaginative approach to communications. The project works with school students 
encouraging them to think critically about a current issue such as migration, aiming at a 
more long-term impact. While the use of performance is increasingly used as a method 
for data collection or as an educational resource, its use for research dissemination 
purposes remains rare. Work with the first two groups of students has shown powerful 
results. Students have demonstrated in-depth and sensitive understanding of a complex 
migration issue. Furthermore they fully grasped the representational value of the stories 
performed and their wider applicability. Without being prompted one year 10 student 
commented “It’s not about one person, about one person’s story. It’s about the larger 
group, these are representation.” This demonstrates the value of using theatre as a 
communication method for research, which has unique immediacy absent from other 
mediums. By suspending disbelief theatre creates a unique connectedness between the 
students and the research, hardly achieved through an academic lecture or more 
traditional media. While this method would not be appropriate for all types of research, it 
is likely to have wide applicability in the social sciences. 
 
 
 

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

 
Mateusz Zatonski – LSHTM 

Not a matter of health: media communication, framing, 
and the policy debate over alcohol taxation in Poland 

Background. Alcohol consumption is a leading contributor to the global burden of 
disease. Alcohol-attributable mortality remains a particularly urgent public health 
challenge in Poland, where its consumption has been rising in the last decade. Industry 
lobbying remains one of the principal obstacles for effective alcohol control policy. In 
2013 an increase in the spirits excise tax was announced by the Polish government. This 
was followed by a public policy debate characterised by intensified alcohol industry 
lobbying and significant media coverage. Aim. To analyse the debate about the potential 
health, economic and social effects of the increase of the excise tax on spirits in Poland, 
with a focus on how competing interest groups framed their position and sought to 
dominate the debate. Methods. Online archives of five Polish national newspapers, two 
Polish spirits trade associations, and four governmental organisations were searched for 
sources relating to the increase in excise tax. A thematic content analysis of the resulting 
sources was conducted. Complete findings were compared and contrasted with the 
results of research on the framing of the Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP) debate in the 
United Kingdom. Results. A total of 155 sources were yielded by the search and used in 
the data analysis process. Three leading frames were identified, symbolic, health, and 
economic, with the latter being dominant throughout the course of the debate. The 
spirits industry was found to successfully promote the economic frame in their own 
publications and in the media, and the resulting debate was dominated by issues of 
growth of the grey market and the budget loss that Poland would suffer as a result of 
excise tax increase. Framing of the alcohol policy debate in Poland differed from the 
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framing of the MUP debate in the United Kingdom. Conclusion. The Polish Public 
Health community was unsuccessful in making health considerations a significant 
element of the debate on alcohol taxation. The example of health advocates in the UK 
must be followed in order to obtain a more substantial impact on media coverage and 
promote fiscal legislation favourable to health. 
 

Victoria Garfield – UCL 
Using genome-wide data to examine the association 

between body mass index & sleep 
Background: Sleep is crucial for health & well-being. Evidence suggests a fairly robust 
association between obesity and sleep (Hasler et al., 2004, Knutson et al., 2008, Patel et 
al., 2008, Buxton et al., 2010, Capuccio, et al., 2010). Three genome-wide association 
studies (GWAS) published on sleep phenotypes, but findings not widely replicated 
(Gottlieb et al., 2007; Allebrandt et al., 2013, Byrne et al., 2013, Gottlieb et al., 2014). Aim: 
To perform the largest meta-GWAS of sleep phenotypes to date, as a pre-cursor for 
Mendelian randomization (MR) analysis of sleep and BMI. Our GWAS is performed in 
individuals across 4 large-scale prospective cohorts: ALSPAC, ELSA, HRS and UKHLS. 
Method: Linear associations between phenotype (sleep duration) and SNPs, using 
PLINK genetics software. Results so far: We have found some suggestive loci for sleep 
duration, although these are not the same as previous studies, but we have yet to 
complete our GWAS across all of our cohorts. 
 

Benedetta Pongiglione – LSHTM 
Using a latent disability structure to predict mortality among the older population 

 
The object of this work is twofold: to determine whether there is a latent structure among 
measures used to evaluate disability outcomes, and to investigate the predictive role of 
disability for all"cause mortality among the older population. Data were drawn from the 
English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA). 5,659 subject interviewed at wave 1 and 
followed up over the course of five waves were studied. Disability was conceived 
according to the World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Classification of 
Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) and estimated using Confirmatory Factor 
Analysis (CFA). A second-order CFA model validated a latent disability structure 
composed of three first order variables representing Impairment, Activity and 
Participation dimensions, as set in the WHO’s ICF framework. However, the good fit of 
the model (CFI=0.945, TLI=0.942, RMSEA=0.042) was achieved including within the 
impairment component another latent dimension describing eyesight. The disability 
measure derived in the first part of the study will be used to estimate whether disability 
is a predictor of mortality by applying discrete-time survival analysis, as mortality data 
are available only by year. Longitudinal approaches to disability and mortality tend to 
consider these two events separately or combined, and very few studies have analysed 
the former as a predictor of the latter; our work is intended to bridge this gap. 
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high turnover of firms with over 500 different producers and an average of 
approximately 100 firms active in any given year. An increasing preference for 
partnerships and cooperation between potters emerged with short-term partnerships of 
less than three years being the most frequent. In a highly concentrated industry in which 
certain knowledge could not easily be codified or reverse engineered, this behaviour 
suggests a complex pattern of knowledge creation and sharing across the district. How, 
then, did the organisational structure of the district evolve? 
This paper uses trade directories and business accounts to construct a new database of 
pottery firms in the district from the later eighteenth century to the mid nineteenth 
century. Analysis of the taxonomy of firms operating allows us to illustrate and quantify 
the location of firms, the degree of spatial concentration, and how these changed over 
time. It is therefore possible to examine the dynamic environment in which individuals 
and firms developed within the context of intense spatial and social proximity. 
Additional social network analysis identifies formal and informal business and social 
networks which enabled knowledge and ideas to be shared inside the district and also 
provided access to external channels of communication and novel information. 
 
 
 

CRIME & REGULATION 

 
Annabel Mullin – Institute of Education 

Foreground' via 'Background'? Socialisation Interaction Theory – 
Furthering the Desistance Trajectories Debate 

 
Desistance to crime, the idea that people cease committing crime, is not well understood. 
Current debates address critical conceptual components, temporal and methodological 
considerations. Desistance is increasingly discussed as a process, comprising 
emergence, development and cessation rather than a specific event. Focus is often 
divisive either on structure, biopsychosocial factors, versus agency in criminal action. 
Both are concerned with understanding and predicting criminality, the former describes 
“longitudinal socialization processes” leading to criminal disposition whilst the latter is 
more concerned with action around the criminal event. The interaction between the two 
approaches is increasingly of interest. In this paper a dual approach is taken, designed at 
pinpointing the current debate whilst detecting different conceptualisations based on 
data from the British Cohort study 1970 (BCS70). This paper identifies patterns of 
criminal behaviour and key determinants of the different trajectories, based on early 
psychosocial adjustment (family socialisation) and later legal attitudes (legal 
socialisation), measured at 5, 10 and 16. For 4,725 cohort members, complete self reported 
(at 16, 30 and 34) criminal justice convictions, divide into four categories: none (n. 3,660), 
desistance (n. 354), later onset (278) and persistence (n. 433). Elucidation provides more 
understanding of socialisations influence on criminal behaviour. 
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represent their own cognitive processes, such as internal dialogue, and how they quote 
and represent the cognitive processes of other minds: enemy rulers and officials, 
imperial subjects, and the like. Contrasting this with what we know of the deliberative 
and executive processes of imperial rule enables us to see how underlying conceptions 
of one’s own mind, and the relationship one has with it, shapes the ways in which one 
relates and communicates with an external other, and how this contributes to the 
construction of an absolutist state. 
 

Alex Mankoo - UCL 
Teargas – We haven’t got the foggiest: 

Deconstructing the Ambiguities of Creeping Legitimisation 
 

The past century has seen both the widespread introduction and persecution of chemical 
agents as weapons of warfare. In the aftermath of WWI, the 1925 Geneva Protocol 
enforced the prohibition of these technologies. However, since then, teargas has 
followed a very different technological trajectory to its chemical weapons counterparts, 
transitioning into a civil context as well as returning to military battlefields. This paper 
examines the legitimisation of teargas in colonial Palestine during the 1930s, through an 
analysis of declassified records from the National Archives. It argues that the colonial 
governments adopted an essentialist approach to teargas, framing it as an inherently 
non-lethal technology. Colonial policy makers initially based their claims for the 
legitimacy of teargas in their knowledge of its use in the US, and then employed expert 
judgment to iron out the technology’s uncertainties. This process effected its creeping 
legitimisation throughout the British colonial empire. Furthermore, this approach failed 
to account for divergent interpretations of the technology, cultivating ambiguities 
around and ambivalences toward teargas – a sociological fog – that have characterised 
discussions regarding its legitimacy since. STS provides a means of analysing and 
deconstructing this fog through a social constructivist approach to teargas. Grint & 
Woolgar’s onion model of technology is employed to demonstrate the social shaping 
and interpretative flexibility of teargas technologies, and the paper concludes by 
highlighting the pragmatic value such an analysis has for policy-making. Paradoxically, 
the militaristic shaping of teargas is incommensurable with the democratic requirements 
of this method, and presents an issue for further study. 
 

Joseph Lane – LSE 
Networks and Knowledge in an Early Industrial District: 

The North Staffordshire Potteries, 1750-1850 
 

During the period 1750-1850 the North Staffordshire ‘Potteries’ district was characterised 
by a growing body of useful and practical knowledge about the materials, processes and 
skills required to produce local goods that sold in global markets. The district is 
exceptional because, unlike many historical industrial districts, it did not fully 
experience the terminal phase of its life-cycle until the late twentieth century. We know 
relatively little about the relationship between the acquisition and dissemination of 
knowledge, and the organisation and evolution of firms in the  district during the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The years 1781-1816 witnessed an extremely 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
 

Luke McGuire – Goldsmiths, University of London 
Group membership and in-group norms guide children’s resource allocation decision-

making in the Ultimatum and Dictator Games 
 

Human decision-making has been shown to be a remarkably irrational process, far 
removed from the rational calculations economists envisage (Kahneman & Tversky, 
2000). It seems likely that the roots of this irrationality lie in childhood. Previous work 
using resource allocation games has demonstrated both this irrationality and the 
fairness concern driving it in adult participants (Guth et al., 1982, Kahneman et al., 1986). 
In developmental samples, results are more mixed. Whilst children do show a powerful 
preference for fairness in exchange (Benenson et al, 2007), other results suggest that 
social influences, particularly group dynamics, can lead to more biased resource 
allocation (Leman et al., 2009, Gummerum et al., 2009). The present work is the first to 
explicitly examine the competition between morality and group dynamic concern in 
young children and adolescents. It is predicted that young children will be highly 
susceptible to the influence of group norms, opting to behave in a more biased manner if 
their in-group promotes competition over co-operation – counter to their moral standing. 
87 participants aged 8 – 14 were inducted in to simulated groups (Nesdale et al, 2008) 
and delivered a group norm of competition or cooperation, before playing the 
Ultimatum and Dictator Games (UG/DG). In line with predictions, young children 
demonstrated behaviour most consistent with their prescribed norm, but older 
participants were more self-serving in general, independent of the group norm – 
reflecting their more nuanced decision making capability. Social reasoning data 
suggests that adolescent decisions in particular were related to social conventions, 
whilst younger children focused largely on moral reasoning. These results serve to 
demonstrate the interactive influence of age, morality and group dynamics. Children do 
not walk a linear moral path devoid of social influence – rather, they are aware from an 
early age of who they are sharing with, the norms they carry, and the consequences of 
their behaviour. 
 

Heather Mary Payne - Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience, UCL 
Assessing language lateralisation in pre-schoolers 
using functional transcranial Doppler sonography 

 
The developmental trajectory of the typical pattern of left hemisphere dominance for 
language has received renewed attention in recent years (Toga & Thomspon, 2003; 
Bishop, 2013). However, research focusing on language dominance in children has been 
hampered by the strict movement constraints of many neuroimaging techniques. 
Consequently, many studies of child language take place with neonates using passive 
speech perception tasks (Dehaene-Lambertz et al., 2010; Mingawa-Kawai et al., 2012). 
Those studies using higher order language tasks requiring comprehension and 
production of language most often take place after children have begun school 
(Szaflarski et al., Groen et al 2012). These studies report left-lateralised activity which 
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develops with age (Szaflarski et al., 2012) and proficiency (Groen et al., 2012). However, 
given that the acquisition of literacy is thought to affect the neurobiology of oral 
language processing (Dehaene et al., 2010) a question which remains is whether early 
leftward asymmetries relate to proficiency before the onset of literacy. Functional 
transcranial Doppler sonography (fTCD) is a fast and non-invasive way of establishing 
hemispheric dominance during cognitive tasks (Deppe et al., 2004). The technique 
measures event related changes in blood flow velocities in left and right middle cerebral 
arteries and shows concordance with other methods of measuring functional 
lateralisation, such as the Wada test (Knecht et al., 2001) and fMRI (Somers et al., 2011). 
In the current study we used fTCD to examine lateralisation of language processing in 17 
preschool children (Mean age = 3.5 years (range 3.2 – 4.1)). Children completed an fTCD 
animation description task (Bishop et al., 2013) and a battery of standardized and 
experimental language assessments. As a group the children showed left lateralisation 
(Laterality Index mean = 1.83 (sd 3.7) which approached significance (i.e. when contrasted 
with zero) (t(16) = 2.03, p = .059). Eleven of the children were significantly left lateralised, 
1 was significantly right lateralised, and 5 showed low lateralisation. Concurrent 
correlations between the strength of lateralised responses and offline behavioural 
language measures were not found. The same children were tested again 12months later 
on the same fTCD measure and also a behavioural test battery. The longitudinal 
relationship between hemispheric lateralisation and behaviour will be reported. These 
data have the potential to offer unique insights into individual variability of functional 
lateralisation and its relationship to language and literacy development in the early 
years. 
 

Rebecca Wheeler - Goldsmiths, University of London 
Investigating Effective Methods of Witness-Generation of Retrieval Cues 

 
The Associative Network model of memory (Anderson, 1983) suggests that the level of 
activation for a given memory item predicts how likely it is to be recalled, and the speed 
with which recall is possible. The likelihood of information being recalled may also 
depend upon the quality of the overlap between information encoded and the retrieval 
cue (Nairne, 2002). In order for maximum information to be recalled retrieval cues must 
be relatively specific to material encoded. As such it is perhaps unsurprising that 
research has suggested witness-generated cues facilitate more recall than other-
generated cues within interviews. Allowing witnesses to list the most salient details of 
the event prior to producing a full account elicited more accurate accounts overall than 
when participants were cued using MRC. (Gabbert et al., 2014). This suggests that 
witness-generated cues could form a useful means of improving witness recall within 
interviews. The current pilot research compared potential methods of witness-cue 
generation. Participants viewed a live event then, after a short delay, completed a free-
recall statement. Retrieval cues were either witness-generated (a keyword grid under 
headings of location, person, object, action) a timeline, a concept map (also with 
headings person, object, action, location) or other-generated (keywords from other 
witnesses). Preliminary results suggest use of a keyword grid or a concept map led to 
significantly more location and object details being accurately recalled compared to 
those of other-generated or control groups. These results are in line with those of 
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Rachael Gribble - King's Centre for Military Health Research, King's College London 
What’s it like being the partner of someone in the military? 

Impact on wellbeing of UK women 
 

Background Life in the UK Armed Forces involves frequent relocation and separations 
due to extensive training missions and deployments. These experiences are part and 
parcel of life in the Services but can be the cause of stress and poor well-being among 
the partners of military personnel. While there has been much research on the impact of 
military service on the health of UK Armed Forces personnel, there is a dearth of 
research on the impact of having a partner in the military on the well-being of UK 
women. Methods Data from 407 women are used to describe the demographic and social 
profile of women with military partners and the prevalence of mental health problems 
(depression, alcohol misuse, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and marital 
adjustment). Comparisons are made with similar outcomes amongst women in the UK 
general population using the Office of National Statistics (ONS) census data, the 2007 
Adult Psychiatric Morbidity Survey (APMS) and other social surveys. Results and 
conclusions Compared to women in the general UK population, military partners are 
more likely to be married, less likely to be in employment and less likely to be in 
managerial or professional occupations. The proportion of military partners with 
depression is higher for military partners than civilian women and marital distress is 
significantly higher in military partners compared with the prevalence of relationship 
unhappiness among women in the general UK population. The prevalence of post-
traumatic stress disorder and alcohol misuse are comparable to estimates among 
civilian women. These findings suggest that the effects of the military lifestyle on UK 
military partners may not be as negative as expected. Further work will explore factors 
associated with mental health outcomes in order to understand which populations of 
military partners are more at risk. 
 
 
 

ORGANISATIONS & TECHNOLOGIES 

 
Chaitanya Kanchan - UCL 

Talking about minds in Middle Eastern political correspondence, 680-669 BC 
 

How does a culturally specific theory of mind influence political organisation? This 
paper explores one aspect of that question, integrating theories and approaches from 
historical analysis, philology, psychology, and sociocultural and linguistic anthropology 
to examine how minds of self and other were talked about in the correspondence of the 
kings, magnates and officials of the Assyrian empire, which dominated the Middle East 
c.800-600 BC. The source corpus consists of around 800 political letters written during 
the reign of the Assyrian king Esarhaddon are uniquely suited to such analysis, being 
either original or archive copies on clay tablets of quotidian administrative 
correspondence. This allows for an examination of both how the king and his officials 
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with the standard estimates and offered additional information about the genetic 
architecture of psychotic experiences. In contrast, the estimates derived from the pruned 
data were for the most part not consistent with the other two approaches. The current 
results suggest that common genetic variants play a role in the aetiology of some 
adolescent psychotic experiences, however further research on larger samples is desired. 
 

Marie-Louise Sharp - King's College London 
“I've got to do something because I'm meeting the breaking point”- 

Qualitative investigation of the social influences and barriers 
to seeking healthcare for mental health problems 

amongst UK ex-Service personnel help-seekers with Combat Stress. 
 

Background Combat Stress is the leading voluntary sector organisation that treats and 
supports military personnel with mental health problems. There is currently little 
research that has investigated the facilitators and barriers affecting help-seeking 
amongst Combat Stress beneficiaries, particularly within the younger ex-Service group 
who have served in recent era conflicts. Approximately 60% of military personnel who 
experience mental health problems, do not seek help, yet many of them could benefit 
from professional treatment. It is crucial that the pathways to help-seeking and 
healthcare are improved through better understanding of both the enabling and 
disabling factors that facilitate or hinder military personnel when seeking help for 
mental health problems. Methods Ten ex-Service Combat Stress beneficiaries were 
recruited to take part in an in-depth semi-structured telephone interview that assessed 
the facilitators of help-seeking, barriers to care and personal experiences of the 
healthcare services received. Eligibility criteria included: Men aged 18-35, who had 
sought help with Combat Stress in the last year. Thematic Analysis was used to analyse 
interviews. Results The majority of participants were compelled to seek help after they 
had reached a severe ‘crisis point’. These deciding situations included suicide intentions 
or attempts and relationship crises. Positive facilitators of help-seeking included the 
desire by participants to get better, often coupled with the impetus improve their family 
life. Additionally, family support/encouragement to seek help was an enabling factor in 
help-seeking. Certain barriers to care were common, these included, practical/healthcare 
barriers, stigma, negative attitudes or expectations of mental health treatment, a lack of 
judgement of the need for professional care, heightened masculine norms, military 
social/institutional barriers and poor social networks. Conclusion It is of concern that a 
main factor precipitating help-seeking in this study was that of reaching a severe crisis 
point. It therefore also highlights that the barriers to care emphasised by participants 
were not overcome solely by positive factors. Family support was however key in 
encouraging participants to initially seek help and continue to engage with the 
treatment process. Whilst it is acknowledged that this specific group of help-seekers 
may represent those with acute mental health problems; it is also this group that could 
potentially benefit most from interventions that encourage early identification of 
problems and early help-seeking. Future research should investigate whether barriers to 
help-seeking found in this study extrapolate to those experienced at the population level 
to guide future public health policy with regards to this occupational group. 
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Gabbert et al. (2014). The concept map may be a viable means of obtaining witness-
generated cues. 
 
 
 

EDUCATION 

 
Tammy Campbell – UCL, Institute of Education 

The influence of stream placement on teachers’ judgements and assessments of pupils 
 

Streaming (grouping pupils according to a measure or conception of overall “ability” for 
most / all teaching) has greatly increased in prevalence among English primary school 
children since the turn of the century. Research suggests that streaming may 
disadvantage children in lower groups and increase attainment gaps, and this paper 
explores one possible mechanism through which disparities might manifest: stream-
dependent teacher judgements. Using data for over 800 seven-year-old children who are 
taking part in the Millennium Cohort Study, analysis investigates whether teachers’ 
survey-reported perceptions and Key Stage One assessments of children correspond to 
the stream in which a child is placed. Regression modelling controls for potential 
confounders including: cognitive test performance; pupil gender, ethnicity, and month of 
birth; parents’ income and education levels; parent and teacher perceptions of children’s 
behaviour; prior in-school judgments / attainment; special educational need diagnosis; 
teacher characteristics; and school-type. Both survey-reported judgements of pupils and 
teacher-assessed Key Stage One levels are found to be related to children’s stream 
placement. Children in the top stream are judged to be at a higher level and children in 
the bottom stream at a lower level than otherwise equivalent peers. It seems, therefore, 
that streaming may indeed contribute to attainment gaps through the medium of 
teacher perceptions and assessments – both by advantaging pupils in higher groups, and 
penalising children in lower positions. This invites urgent recognition, review and, 
potentially, revision of the growing use of streaming among young children. See 
http://repec.ioe.ac.uk/REPEc/pdf/qsswp1410.pdf for more detail on analysis and 
findings. 
 

Lisa Fridkin – Bloomsbury, Institute of Education 
Manipulating Motivation to Read: the Impact of Choice 

on the Online Behaviour of Young Children in a Reading Task 
 

Situational interest is an acknowledged motivational variable recognised for its unique 
ability to elicit an automatic and affective response. Prior research has shown that 
situational interest may impact academic performance and reading motivation in 
secondary school age children. However, there is scant evidence determining its 
effectiveness with young children and research examining the triggers of situational 
interest are inconclusive. In this study the relationship between choice and the online 
behaviour of young children when they read a narrative text was investigated to further 



!16 

our understanding of reading motivation as mediated by situational interest. The impact 
of choice was measured by reading comprehension performance. One hundred and ten 
Year 4 pupils from two primary schools took part in a repeated measures design study 
where participants read an allocated short story and a short story selected from a 
perceived choice. All participants answered comprehension questions and completed a 
questionnaire measuring enjoyment of the story for each text. As predicted, both 
comprehension scores and enjoyment were significantly higher for the perceived choice 
short story. Although there was no significant difference by gender, examination of 
qualitative data highlighted some differences in motivation to read and the impact of 
perceived choice. These findings build on previous research that indicates that reading 
motivation, as promoted by situational interest, may play an important role in reading 
comprehension and that choice is a powerful intrinsic motivator. 
 
 
 

DIGITAL LIVES & SPACES 

 
Sam Miles - Queen Mary, University of London 

Navigating queer space in a digital age 
 

This PhD research uses queer theoretical approaches to analyse the impact of locative 
media dating apps (for example Grindr) on gay men’s space-making practices in 
London.Research questions include: what constitutes online community, and how do we 
hybridise digital and physical space? How do MSM (men who have sex with men) 
negotiate boundaries between public and private when using locative media in work and 
at home? How do queer maps of the city change over time, and what can cognitive 
mapping exercises and oral histories tell us about participants’ queer space-making 
practices in the past, present and future? Bringing together work from human 
geography, digital technology, queer theoryand sexuality & space studies, this 
interdisciplinary project aims to contribute findings that can help us better understand 
the extent to which GPS and locative media could generate new urban cartographies. 
 

Oliver Marsh – UCL 
Le Geek, C'est Clique: Science Enthusiasm in Online Social Media 

 
The idea of a ‘science enthusiast’ identity, often tied to such terms as ‘geek’ or ‘nerd’, is a 
familiar one in general parlance. However, the visibility of such an identity has increased 
in recent years with the rise of online science enthusiast groups. Examples include the 
Facebook page ‘I Fucking Love Science’ (IFLS), which has over 18m ‘likes’ and regularly 
tops Facebook’s user engagement statistics, or Reddit threads such as r/science or 
r/AskScience which offers its thousands of users the chance to informally chat with 
Nature writers and other leading scientists. Such sites frequently ascribe their popularity 
to their distinctive combination of entertainment and information – in the words of Elise 
Andrew, founder of IFLS, “[users] can come and laugh but still know that everything 
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they see is accurate”. However, such features provoke conversations within and outside 
these groups over the role of entertainment and enthusiasm in these groups; detractors 
of IFLS claim that it spreads poorly-informed science under the guise of humour and 
social solidarity, while conversely many of the largest Reddit science threads are 
criticised for disallowing jokes and informal banter. Through discourse analysis of 
conversations within and about these groups, and by combining perspectives from 
Science and Technology Studies (STS) with work from scholars of online fan 
communities, my research aims to illustrate how familiar STS concepts of drawing 
boundaries between the scientific and non-scientific operate in settings dominated by 
less familiar (to STS scholars) concepts of ‘phatic’ interaction and pseudonymous 
identities. By doing so, I hope to better understand the pro-science approach taken by 
many participants in more explicitly political public engagement with science. In line 
with the conference theme, in this paper I will specifically discuss the difficulties of 
understanding and representing such personal concepts as ‘enthusiasm’ on the scale of 
thousands to millions of users, with reference to infographic work such as the 
Information is Beautiful project. 
 
 
 

MENTAL HEALTH 
 

Dominika Sieradzka - Birkbeck, University of London 
Heritability of dimension-specific psychotic experiences 

captured by common genetic variants in a community sample of adolescents 
 

Psychotic experiences are common amongst adolescents in the general population. Twin 
studies suggest that up to a half of variance in adolescent psychotic experiences is 
explained by genetic factors. Here we test the extent to which common genetic variants 
called single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) account for some of the twin-based 
heritability by comparing matrices of phenotypic and genotypic similarity between 
unrelated individuals. Paranoia, Hallucinations, Cognitive Disorganisation, Grandiosity, 
Anhedonia, and Negative Symptoms were assessed in a community sample of 2,152 16-
year-olds, using the Specific Psychotic Experiences Questionnaire (SPEQ). Estimates of 
SNP heritability were derived and compared to the twin heritability estimates from the 
same sample. Three approaches to calculating SNP heritability were compared: 1) 
standard genome-wide restricted maximum likelihood (GREML) performed on full 
genome-wide data; 2) GREML stratified by minor allele frequency (MAF); and 3) GREML 
performed on pruned data. The standard analyses revealed a significant SNP heritability 
of 20% for Anhedonia (SE=0.12) and an estimate of 19% for Cognitive Disorganization 
(SE=0.13). Grandiosity and Paranoia showed modest SNP heritability estimates (17%, 
SE=0.13 and 14%, SE=0.13, respectively). Zero estimates were found for Hallucinations and 
Negative Symptoms. The estimates for Anhedonia, Cognitive Disorganisation and 
Grandiosity accounted for approximately half the previously reported twin heritability. 
SNP heritability estimates from the MAF-stratified approach were mostly consistent 


